RETURNING YOUR CENSUS AND VOTING

Do you return your town census every year? Are you surprised when you are on the inactive voter list at the
polls? The only way that the Board of Registrars can know that you still reside in Westford is by returning your
census. The only way to ascertain the current population for grant awards and state funding is through the
census. It's that important. The Board of Registrars is responsible for keeping the resident and voter lists up to
date and the law obliges them to move non-responding voters to the inactive voter list. We want to hear from
you! Please return your census form. If you have lost it, please contact the Town Clerk’s Office and we will mail
you a blank form.

Why am | receiving multiple census forms? If everyone in your family is NOT appearing on the same census
form and you are receiving multiple forms, at some point we were notified that someone in your household had
moved but a new address was not provided. Simply send back all the forms together and note one household on
the form or write in the missing people on the form with the head of household to receive a single census form in
the future.

New voters to Westford are reminded that you cannot register to vote or change your party on

the census form, but here are some options — request a registration form be mailed to you, download one
from www.westfordma.gov or Register Online and save time! www.sec.state.ma.us

Please refer to the calendar below for elections and town meetings planned for 2020.
Event Voter registration deadline

Date

March 3, 2020 7am-8pm

Presidential Primary

February 12, 2020

March 28, 2020 10am

Annual Town Meeting, Abbot School (Sat)

Fri. March 6, 2020 8:00pm

May 5, 2020 7am-8pm

Annual Town Election (Tues)

Wed, April 15, 2020 8:00 pm

September 2020

State Primary

20 days prior to the election

October 2020

Special Town Meeting Abbot School (Mon)

10 days prior to Special Town Meeting

November 3, 2020

Presidential Election

October 14, 2020

Absentee ballots are typically available at least three weeks prior to an election. Contact the Town Clerk’s office for
more information at 978-692-5515. Information for overseas and military voters is available on the Secretary of
State’s website at: http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/elemil/milidx.htm. Absentee ballot applications may be filed
beginning in January for any elections in that calendar year.

BECOME AN ELECTION WORKER!

The Town Clerk's Office is looking for enthusiastic individuals who can work at the upcoming elections. If you are
interested in this civic opportunity, please stop by the Town Clerk’s Office to complete an Election Officer Profile or
find it on the Town Clerk’s homepage at www.westfordma.gov/clerk.

OPEN POSITIONS FOR LOCAL OFFICE IN2020
The table below lists open seats for the May 5, 2020 Town Election. Nomination papers are now available at the

Town Clerk’s Office for those who are interested in running for office. The deadline to file nomination papers
bearing the signatures of at least 50 Westford voters is Tuesday, March 17" at 5:00pm.

Office # positions | Terms expiring for: Length of term
G. Thomas Clay

Selectmen 2 Elizabeth Almeida 3 years
Zac Cataldo

[@Go Board of Health 2 Michele Pitoniak-Crawford 3 years
. Hajo Koester

Library Trustees 2 Robert D. Price 3 years

Moderator 1 Susan McNeill Spuhler 3 years

Planning Board 1 Gary W. Lavelle 5years
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Megan A.Eckroth

School Committee 2 Gloria K. Miller

3 years

VETERAN OR SURVIVING SPOUSE?
| i a block for you to indicate whether any household resident served in
UMy also identify you are a “Surviving Spouse” by checking this block. If
widower of an honorable discharged veteran, you may be eligible for
arvices as well. Checking these blocks is “optional”. The VA does NOT
¥ | or Surviving Spouse, live in Westford unless you are already receiving
services from them today. Optionally, you may complete the veterans census form that will
provide the office with details about your service. You may download and print that form

using this link: https://www.westfordma.gov/documentcenter/view/1098

Please take a moment to indicate your veteran status on the form and then give the office a call to find out if there
is anything you may be missing from a property tax credit to financial aid. Your local community veteran’s
representative can be reached at (978) 392-1170. Also look at http://westfordma.gov/veterans

WINTER PARKING BAN: NOVEMBER 1 - APRIL 13T
Residents are reminded that a winter parking ban is in effect from November 1%t
until April 15t

e On-street parking is prohibited for more than 1 hour between the hours of 1:00
am and 6:00 am or when snow operations are in effect.

e Vehicles that are illegally parked will be ticketed and may be towed at the
owner’s expense if they interfere with snow removal operations.

e The Highway Dept's informational brochure on snow and ice removal procedures
is available online at: http://www.westfordma.gov/highway

DOG LICENSING

All residents are reminded that the grace period for licensing ends on March 315t per
Town bylaw. That means that a late fee of $25 will be charged beginning April 15t. The only
exceptions are for owners and dogs new to town.

Dog licensing fees for 2020 are as follows:

$15 for spayed/neutered dogs and $20 for non-altered dogs

e Residents age 70 and over do not have to pay to license your dog (however, the late
fee does apply!)

All dogs ages 6 months and older must receive a rabies vaccination and be licensed per state law. For your
convenience, the dog license application form is on the reverse of your census form.

Owners of four or more dogs are required to obtain a “Kennel License” following an inspection by the Animal
Control Officer.

CAMERON SENIOR CENTER

The Cameron Center is here for you!
Location: 20 Pleasant Street

Hours: Mon., Wed. and Fri. 8:00AM -4:00PM
Tues. and Thurs. from 8:00AM-4:00PM

Come partake in the many programs, services and amenities the Cameron offers for residents age 55 and over.
Some of these amenities include a fitness center fully equipped with Precision Fitness equipment, Billiard Room,
library coupled with a warm fireplace for a cold winter read and Trudy’s Boutique offering great selections of
clothing and household items at great prices.

Also, you will find many familiar faces participating in a myriad of weekly programs which include, eight many
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exercise classes, Open Art Studio, Watercolor classes, golf, BINGO, UPBEATS band, Cameron Music Makers, Ping
Pong, Pickle Ball and more. Lastly, we are also proud to provide a strong social service team that is available to
assist with housing applications, fuel assistance and other supportive needs or questions. If you want to learn more
about our center feel free to call 978-692-5523 and we will be glad to schedule a personal tour for you. If
transportation is difficult, we will be glad to pick you up in one of our three handicap accessible vans just call our
transportation line 978-399-2322. Please note our transportation service is a donation-based service available for
medical appointment, grocery runs and other needed errands which fall in our geographic service area.

NEW STORMWATER MANAGEMENT UTILITY FEE

Our town maintains a drainage system valued at over $150,000,000. The drainage

: system carries water from roads and properties back to the waterways that provide our
/—‘. / @ @ @ drinking water throughout Westford. The Environmental Protection Agency has sed
= stincreaormwater management requirements across the country with the goal of
- [][] I 1] protecting and improving water resources. A Stormwater Master Plan was completed in

’ 2017 for Westford and provided information to allow us to properly plan for, and comply
Ceatj Wa;er with EPA regulations, through operational, maintenance, and capital improvements to
begins with YOU. - gyr stormwater management systems.

Revenue Requirements
* The Stormwater Master Plan provided detailed information about our existing
infrastructure and made recommendations for supporting a Stormwater Management
Plan. The town currently spends approximately $600,000 per year on stormwater management related activity.
To move to a protective level of service, the cost is expected to be approximately $1,000,000 more per year for
Fiscal Years 21 — 23 based on our budget projections (www.westfordma.gov/sw_projected budget).

Funding Solution

The Board of Selectmen established a Stormwater Utility Fee in accordance with MGL CH 83:16
(www.westfordma.gov/sw-mgl-ch-83-16). The fee will be implemented in FY2021 beginning July 1, 2020. The fee
is based upon impervious surface area, broken down into five tiers for Single Family Residential (SFR) properties.
The middle tier represents the most common sized impervious surface area for SFR properties, and is used to
establish one unit, called an Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU). Non-single-family residential properties will be
charged a fee of $75.00 per ERU, based upon the size of impervious surface area on their property. Bills will be
issued in one mailing containing two bill stubs, allowing the option to pay upon receipt or bi-annually. A
description of the tiers is available at www.westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8377. A parcel lookup tool is
also available on town’s website at this link http://arcg.is/HGOmW. This tool will allow you to view details on your
property’s impervious surface area.

WESTFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Kindergarten Registration for the 2020/2021 school year will be held on March 2 from 6-8 p.m., and March 3 from
9-12 noon. Registration takes place directly in the K-2 elementary school in which a child is districted to attend.
For more information, please visit the Westford Public Schools website

https://www.westfordk12.us/district/pages/registration.
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO WESTFORD RESIDENTS

Subject: 2020 United States Census
This year, there will be a federal census mailed to you in March by the U.S. Census Bureau.
This census is performed every 10 years.

The 2020 United States Census is separate from this annual street listing, which is often
called the local census. This annual street listing document is used to confirm your residency
and keep your voter registration status up to date. It is important to return both your annual
street listing and the United States Census in 2020.

The 2020 Census count will be used to ensure that Westford and Massachusetts get our fair
share of federal money and political representation for the next 10 years. Representation in the
United States Congress and the Electoral College is based on United State Census responses.

Frequently Asked Questions about the U.S. Census:

Q: What is the United States Census?

A: The census is a count of everyone living in the United States. This mandatory count is
required by the U.S. Constitution.

Q: Who gets counted?

A: Everyone. All people residing in the United States must be counted. This includes people of
all ages, background -- citizens and non-citizens. Federal law protects the personal
information you provide during the census.

Q: When will the census happen?

A: March 2020. The United States Census is conducted every 10 years. Census invitations will
be mailed or delivered to every household in the nation starting in mid-March. The survey will
ask you to provide information that is accurate for your household or where you reside most of
the year, as of April 1, 2020.

If you have any questions concerning this annual street listing, you may contact the
Westford Town Clerk’s Office at 978-692-5515. If you have questions about the 2020
United States Census, you may call The Secretary of the Commonwealth’s Census
Division at 1-833-MA1-2020.
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