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Returning your Census and Voting

Do you return your town census every year?  Are you surprised when you are on the inactive voter list at the polls?  The only way that the Board of Registrars can know that you still reside in Westford is by returning your census.  The only way to ascertain the current population for grant awards and state funding is through the census.  It’s that important.  The Board of Registrars is responsible for keeping the resident and voter lists up to date and the law obliges them to move non responding voters to the inactive voter list.  We want to hear from you!  Please return your census form.  If you have lost it, please contact the Town Clerk’s Office and we will mail you a blank form.

New voters to Westford are reminded that you cannot register to vote on the census form, but here are some options – request a registration form be mailed to you, download one from www.westfordma.gov or Register Online and save time! www.sec.state.ma.us
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Please refer to the calendar below for elections and town meetings planned for 2017.
	Date
	Event
	Voter registration deadline

	February 6, 2017
	Special Town meeting, Abbot School (Mon.)
     By petition
	Fri., February 6, 2017, 8:00pm

	March 25, 2017          10am
	Annual Town Meeting, Abbot School (Sat.)
	Fri., March 3, 2017, 8:00pm

	May 2, 2017      7am – 8pm
	Annual Town Election (Tues.)
	Wed., April 12, 2017, 8:00pm

	October  2017         7:30pm
	Special Town Meeting Abbot School (Mon.)
	10 days prior to special town meeting


Absentee ballots are typically available at least three weeks prior to an election.  Contact the Town Clerk’s office for more information at 978-692-5515.  Information for overseas and military voters is available on the Secretary of State’s website at:  http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/elemil/milidx.htm.  Absentee ballot applications may be filed beginning in January for any elections in that calendar year.
Become an Election Worker!

The Town Clerk's Office is looking for enthusiastic individuals who can work at the upcoming elections.  If you are interested in this civic opportunity, please stop by the Town Clerk’s Office to complete an Election Officer Profile or find it on the Town Clerk’s homepage at www.westfordma.gov/clerk.
Open Positions for Local Office in 2017
The table below lists open seats for the May 2, 2017 Town Election.  Nomination papers are now available at the Town Clerk’s Office for those who are interested in running for office.  The deadline to file nomination papers bearing the signatures of at least 50 Westford voters is Tuesday, March 14th at 5:00pm.
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	Office
	# positions
	Terms expiring for:
	Length of term

	Selectmen
	2
	Kelly J Ross
Donald Louis Siriani
	3 years

	Board of Health
	2
	Zac A Cataldo

Michelle Pitoniak-Crawford
	3 years

	Housing Authority
	1
	Diane L Holmes
	5 years

	Library Trustees
	2
	Hajo W Koester
Robert D Price
	3 years

	Moderator
	1
	Ellen S Harde
	3 years

	Planning Board
	1
	Matthew E. Lewin
	5 years

	School Committee
	2
	David A Keele
Birgit Erika Kohl
	3 years
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Separate Veterans and Surviving Spouse check boxes are found on the Census form. If you are a widow or widower of an honorably discharged veteran, you may be eligible for many government services as well. Checking these blocks is “optional”.
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Winter Parking Ban:  November 1st – April 1st
Residents are reminded that a winter parking ban is in effect from November 1st until April 1st.

· On-street parking is prohibited for more than 1 hour between the hours of 1:00 am and 6:00 am or when snow operations are in effect.  

· Vehicles that are illegally parked will be ticketed and may be towed at the owner’s expense if they interfere with snow removal operations.

· The Highway Dept’s informational brochure on snow and ice removal procedures is available online at:  http://www.westfordma.gov/highway
Dog Licensing
All dogs ages 6 months and older must receive a rabies vaccination and be licensed per state law.  For your convenience, the dog license application form is on the reverse side of your census form.

Owners of four or more dogs are required to obtain a “Kennel License” following an inspection by the Animal Control Officer.
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All residents are reminded that the grace period for licensing ends on March 31st per Town bylaw.  That means that a late fee of $25 will be charged beginning April 1st.  The only exceptions are for owners and dogs new to town.

Dog licensing fees for 2017 are as follows:

· $15 for spayed/neutered dogs and $20 for non-altered dogs

· Residents age 70 and over do not have to pay to license your dog (however, the late fee does apply!)
Health Department Sharps Collection For Westford Residents
In an effort to safely dispose of needles and lancets, the Health Department has a disposal program which offers 2 convenient locations for residents to dispose of sharps. Collection sites are at the Health Department office located on the 2nd floor of Town Hall from 8am-4pm and at the sharps kiosk located in the Police Department entry way, open 24/7. All materials must be delivered in a sharps container, and it is requested that containers are full before dropping them off.  No commercial businesses may use this service and it is for Westford residents only. 
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Please follow these directions to ensure proper disposal of sharps containers:

· No Loose Needles!  All Sharps must be disposed of in a sharps container-if you do not have a personal sharps container, you may use a puncture resistant container such as a one-gallon bleach bottle; a one pound sealed and taped coffee can or a 1.5 liter plastic soda bottle

· No glass containers.  No plastic or paper bags
· Do not leave any items outside the kiosk or office.       Questions? Call 978-692-5509.
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Medication Disposal
Empty all unused or expired pills and medications into Ziploc-type bags. Drop medications in the kiosk in the Police Station Lobby. The kiosk is available 24/7.  For any questions, please call the Health Department at 978-692-5509.
Get Alerts When They Matter

In order to make sure you do not miss important informational or emergency messages that could affect you or family here in Westford, please sign up for CodeRed Emergency Calling System. To receive these messages, go to the town's website and register all your phones, and email address to make sure you are notified of all important messages.

http://www.westfordma.gov/800/CodeRED-Emergency-Notifications

During extended emergencies please tune into 1630AM for emergency information.

Subscribe Online to Receive Town-wide Notices

Stay informed about what matters most to you in town by subscribing to one or many online notifications.  Click on Notify Me from our main page or go directly to http://westfordma.gov/list.aspx to subscribe.  
Westford to Establish Registry For Vulnerable Populations

Protecting Residents Before Disasters Happen! 
The Westford Health Department, Upper Merrimack Valley Medical Reserve Corps, Cameron Senior Center, and Emergency Management are teaming up to develop a town-wide database of our most vulnerable residents. The goal is to identify those who might need additional assistance or a wellness check during an emergency. Since September 2016, volunteers and staff have been visiting residents in need, starting with those who live alone and are homebound. These teams are gathering current contact and emergency information for the database, and offering tips on disaster preparedness. Thanks to grant funding, we are also providing our most vulnerable residents with 72-hour emergency kits. If you – or someone you know – could benefit from this program, please call the Health Department at 978-692-5509 to make a referral. All information received is confidential and only addresses would be shared with fire and police in an emergency situation.
Protect Yourself from the Flu this Holiday Season

1) Wash your hands for 15 seconds after bathroom use, before preparing food, and before eating. Use Soap, warm water, and a period of vigorous rubbing will wash viruses down the drain.2) Cover your nose and mouth when you cough or sneeze. Use a tissue, rather than a cloth hankie, or cough into your sleeve in the crook of your arm to avoid contaminating your hands. 3) Avoid close contact with sick people.4) Clean and disinfect surfaces in your home and work place. 5) Help protect yourself from the flu by getting a flu shot. Consult your doctor about getting the flu vaccine this season or call the Westford Health Department at 978-692-5509.

Healthy Westford Committee

A Committee has been formed of residents and town staff interested in helping to improve the health of the community through collaboration with departments and organizations. The Mission of the committee is:  To support the community members of Westford in improving their personal health and safety and that of their households, public spaces and ecosystems. Any resident with ideas on areas they would like the group to consider, should contact the Health Department at 978 692-5509.
Cameron Senior Center 

Provides many wellness and enrichment programs for those aged 60 and over. If you would like to learn more about our vibrant center please contact us at 978-692-5523 and request that we mail or email you a monthly newsletter at no cost. The Cameron also has a social worker on staff, who is available to help Westford residents (regardless of age) in difficult situations. Other helpful programs offered through the Cameron include the following:

Transportation
For rides to medical appointments, grocery shopping or trips to the Senior Center, call 978-399-2322 at least 48 hours in advance to schedule a ride. Trips to Market Basket are available every Wednesday.  The cost for round trip is $3, for surrounding towns is $6 and outlying towns are $8.   

Cameron Closet
Most affordable place to shop in Westford, including name brand gently used clothes and unique household items. All shoppers are invited to the Cameron Closet - Monday thru Friday 9:00am to 3:00PM. Clean donations accepted.  

Westford Food Pantry

Our food pantry is open in conjunction with St. Vincent de Paul on the first and third full week as follows: Mon. 1-3:30pm, Wed. 8-11:30am, Thurs. 8-11:30am and Fri. 8-11:30am and other hours: Sat. 9-11:00 and Wed. and Thurs. evenings from 6-8PM. 

The J. V. Fletcher Library

 “Outside the Box” Services
The Fletcher Library strives to not only provide the highest standards of  collections, programming and Reader’s Advisory to our diverse community but to constantly increase the ways that we are both reflective of and responsive to Westford community needs.

Specifically, the Library:

· Supports 23 Westford Book Clubs by ordering (on average 10 to 15) copies of the books that each Book Club will read

· Connects with all Westford School Library Teachers (Kindergarten through High School) via the Westford Public School and Public Library Collaborative 
· Supports Westford School Library Teachers by offering them Westford Teacher Library Cards

· Is an active member of the Westford Coalition for Non-Violence
· Hosts the weekly Westford Job Seekers Network
· Provides collection Outreach to the Homebound and the Elderly via a staff member who drives to their homes or facilities

· Remains the source for free Meeting Room usage in town, hosting over 1,800 community groups annually

· Develops and maintains unique collections that have high interest for Westford patrons, such as: the Foreign Language Deposit Collection from the Boston Public Library; materials and books about the Westford Knight and books and databases for researching local history and family genealogy!

· Offers, through the Reference Department, one-on-one Device Advice tutorials (for patrons who want to learn how to download free eMaterials to their electronic devices)

· Sponsors Link to Literacy (a non-profit, volunteer run organization) by handing out both student and teacher applications and purchasing support literature to aid the teachers and students

· Provides wall space for community bulletins and brochures and display space for non-profit group donations and/or collection boxes 

· Requests and distributes tax forms from the IRS and the Commonwealth and provides printout service when we do not receive the forms our Patrons need.

· Circulates two high power Telescopes for family star gazing
Stormwater Management 

The Town of Westford has launched a Stormwater Management Master Plan to proactively manage the runoff from rain storms and snow melt (known as “stormwater”). Much of this runoff is carried by drain pipes, which were designed to quickly move the water off the land surface to nearby streams, ponds and wetlands with little or no treatment. On its way over the land, this runoff picks up pollution such as oil, fertilizers, pesticides, salt and pet wastes. This stormwater pollution also gets absorbed into the ground where it travels to the wells that supply our drinking water. We treasure living, working and playing in the scenic landscape of Westford. Together we can protect the quality of our lakes and ponds and maintain clean drinking water.
We need your help! Learn about the issues and be part of the plan to address them.  Visit us at www.westfordma.gov/stormwater. To be added to the study contact list to receive email notices about upcoming Public Meetings, write to stormwater@westfordma.gov
New
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