
 

Annual Town Meeting 
March 23, 2013 

 

 
 
At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the Town of Westford, qualified by law to vote in Town 
affairs, held at the Abbot School on Saturday, March 23, 2012, called to commence at 10:00 am, 
the following business was transacted: 
 
Election officers, using voting lists, acted as tellers at the doors. 
 
Ellen Harde, Town Moderator, called the 284th meeting to order at 10:02 am.  A total of 371 
voters were in attendance.  The Moderator noted that the first Town Meeting in Westford was 
held on March 2, 1730. 
 
It was voted unanimously to allow employees, Town Counsel, and consultants to sit with their 
respective boards on the floor of Town Meeting. 
 
It was voted to waive the reading of the motions and accept as the official motions the document 
last updated on March 22, 2013, posted to the web and filed with the Town Clerk. 
 
ARTICLE 1: Accept Town Reports  
It was voted unanimously hat the Town accept the reports of town officers, boards and committees for the 
Fiscal Year 2012. 
 
ARTICLE 2: Unpaid Bills from Previous Fiscal Year(s) 
It was voted unanimously that the Town appropriate from Free Cash $1,770.13 (ONE THOUSAND 
SEVEN HUNDRED SEVENTY DOLLARS AND THIRTEEN CENTS) to pay for unpaid bills of prior 
fiscal years from Verizon for telecommunication services for various Town departments in accordance 
with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 64. 
 
ARTICLE 3: Fiscal Year 2013 Supplemental Appropriations 
It was voted unanimously that the Town appropriate from Free Cash the sum of $70,000 (SEVENTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS) in order to supplement the following Fiscal Year 2013 Operating Budgets: 

 
 131 Finance Committee Reserve Fund    $50,000 
 543 Veterans Services (Expenses)    $20,000 
 
ARTICLE 4: Fiscal Year 2013 Budget Transfers 
It was voted unanimously that the Town dismiss Article 4. 
 
ARTICLE 5: Transfer from the Perchlorate Stabilization Fund for Perchlorate Expenses 
It was voted unanimously that the Town transfer the sum of $250,000 (TWO HUNDRED FIFTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS) from the perchlorate stabilization fund to the town manager perchlorate 
remediation account for the purpose of providing funds to address associated issues regarding perchlorate 
contamination. 
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ARTICLE 6: Appropriate Funds to Address Public Safety Hazards at 12 North Main Street 
It was voted that the Town appropriate from Free Cash the sum of $50,000 (FIFTY THOUSAND 
DOLLARS) for the purpose of providing funds to address associated issues regarding the condition of the 
property at 12 North Main Street. 
 
ARTICLE 7: Authorize Expenditure from Insurance Receipts 
It was voted unanimously that the Town appropriate from insurance receipts reserved $79,832 
(SEVENTY NINE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED THIRTY TWO DOLLARS) in accordance with 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53 for the following:  

 
 122  - Frost School Roof Restoration  $41,805 
 630 - Crew Equipment Replacement  $29,810 
 171 - Hill Orchard Restoration    $  8,217 
 
ARTICLE 8: Capital Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2013 
First Vote: It was voted unanimously that the Town transfer from Capital Stabilization the sum of 

$31,000 (THIRTY ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS) to provide for the following capital 
requests: 

  
 DEPARTMENT AMOUNT PURPOSE 

Engineering $31,000 Minot’s Corner Engineering 
 

Second Vote:                   (Majority Vote Required) 
 

It was voted that the Town appropriate from Ambulance Enterprise retained earnings the 
sum of $80,000 (EIGHTY THOUSAND DOLLARS) to provide for the following capital 
requests: 
 

 DEPARTMENT AMOUNT PURPOSE 
Ambulance 

 
$60,000 Rehabilitation of Ambulance #10 and any other related 

costs 
Ambulance 

 
$20,000 Purchase Emergency Medical Service equipment and any 

other related costs 
 
And further 
 
That the Town appropriate from Water Enterprise retained earnings the sum of $670,000 
(SIX HUNDRED SEVENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS) to provide for the following 
capital requests: 
 

DEPARTMENT AMOUNT PURPOSE 
Water Department 

 
$600,000 Water system improvements on Edwards Avenue, Hadley 

Road, and Williams Avenue in the Nabnasset Section of 
Town, including all costs incidental and related thereto 

Water Department $40,000 Purchase of a 4-wheel drive pick-up truck with plow, 
accessories and any other related costs 

Water Department $30,000 Purchase of a utility van, accessories and any other related 
costs  

 
ARTICLE 9: Community Preservation Committee Recommendations 
It was voted that the Town, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44B, or any other enabling 
authority, in accordance with the recommendations of the Westford Community Preservation Committee, 

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/SearchResults
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appropriate from Community Preservation Funds the sum of $1,230,100 (ONE MILLION TWO 
HUNDRED THIRTY THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS) as follows: 

 
$308,946 From Undesignated Fund Balance 

 

To the Community  Housing Reserve 
 

This allocation more than covers the required 10% for Community 
Housing 
 

Community Housing 
Reserve

$138,636 From Undesignated Fund Balance 
 

To the Historic Resources Reserve 
 

This allocation more than covers the required 10% for Historical 
Resources 
 

Historic Resources 
Reserve

$190,000 From Undesignated Fund Balance 
 

To the Conservation Trust Fund for future land purchases and any 
other related costs. 
 

Conservation 
Commission

$10,018 From Undesignated Fund Balance 
For the Victorian Chimney Rehabilitation and Attic Window 
Restoration at the J.V. Fletcher Library located at 50 Main Street  
 

Board of Library 
Trustees

$334,000 From Community Housing Fund Balance 
 

To the Affordable Housing Trust for the creation, preservation, 
support, rehabilitation or restoration of affordable housing and any 
other related costs. 
 

Affordable Housing 
Trust

$70,000 From Historic Resources Fund Balance 
 

For the rehabilitation of the Frost School Roof located at 73 Main 
Street and any other related costs. 

Historical 
Commission

$88,500 From Historic Resources Fund Balance 
 
For the design and installation of fire protection improvements for the 
Roudenbush Community Center, Inc. located at 65 Main Street and 
any other related costs. 

Historical 
Commission

$90,000 From the remaining balance of the Purchase & Retro-fit of a Potential 
Group Home project approved under Article 16 of the May 10, 2008 
Annual Town Meeting. 
 

To the Affordable Housing Trust for the creation, preservation, 
support, rehabilitation or restoration of affordable housing and any 
other related costs. 

Affordable Housing 
Trust

 
A motion was made and seconded to reduce the amount designated for the Affordable Housing Trust 
from $334,000 to $185,613.  The motion failed for a lack of majority. 
 
ARTICLE 10: Amend the Wage and Classification Plan 
It was voted that the Town amend the Pay Classification Plan for non-union municipal employees, 
effective July 1, 2013 as follows: 
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Band Change:  

Position Title Current 
Band 

Min Mid Max New 
Band 

Min Mid Max 

Business Manager, 
Water Department 

Band 4 $48,970 $59,512 $70,056 Band 5 $54,848 $66,655 $78,462 

Title Change: 

Position Title Current 
Band 

Min Mid Max     

From: Water 
Treatment Manager  
To: Water Operations 
Manager 

Band 6 $59,782 $72,651 $85,522     

 
Town Manager Jodi Ross reported on the fiscal state of the Town.  That report is on file with the Town 
Clerk. 
 
ARTICLE 11: Fiscal Year 2014 Operating Budget 
It was voted that the Town appropriate the sum of $98,435,179 (NINETY EIGHT MILLION FOUR 
HUNDRED THIRTY FIVE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY NINE DOLLARS) for the 
operation and maintenance of Town Departments for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014, 
such sums to be expended for such purposes under the direction of the respective town officers, boards 
and committees and further that all items be raised and appropriated except for the following: 
 

Fund 240 Community Preservation Fund: $889,861 shall be appropriated from Community 
Preservation Fund Fiscal 2014 Revenue; 

 

Fund 270 Receipts Reserved for Appropriation: $18,720 shall be appropriated from Conservation 
Wetlands Fees; 
 

Fund 280 Town Revolving Funds:  $30,000 shall be appropriated from Recreation Field Maintenance 
Revolving 53 E ½; 
   

Fund 600 Water Enterprise Fund:  $3,470,340 shall be appropriated from Water Enterprise Revenue 
and $471,474 shall be appropriated from Water Enterprise retained earnings; 
 

Fund 630 Recreation Enterprise Fund: $1,100,500 shall be appropriated from Recreation Enterprise 
Revenue; 
 

Fund 640 Ambulance Enterprise Fund: $650,000 shall be appropriated from Ambulance Enterprise 
Revenue. 
 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
   
122 SELECTMEN  
 Personal Services 0 
  Expenses 19,806 
 TOTAL 19,806 
   
123 TOWN MANAGER 
  Personal Services 308,452 
  Expenses 33,258 
  TOTAL 341,710 
   

 
131 FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 Personal Services 0 
 Expenses 10,113 
 Reserve Fund 191,000 
 (Transfers out) 0 
 TOTAL 201,113 
   
135 TOWN ACCOUNTANT 
  Personal Services 225,213 
 Expenses 36,360 
 TOTAL 261,573 
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137 BUDGET DIRECTOR 
 Personal Services 77,561 
 Expenses 1,300 
 TOTAL 78,861 
   
141 BOARD OF ASSESSORS 
  Personal Services 214,369 
  Expenses 24,600 
 TOTAL 238,969 
   
145 TREASURER / COLLECTOR 
  Personal Services 249,987 
 Expenses 45,805 
 TOTAL 295,792 
   
151 LEGAL SERVICES 
 Personal Services 0 
 Expenses 263,500 
 TOTAL 263,500 
   
152 HUMAN RESOURCES 
 Personal Services 174,251 
 Expenses 28,000 
 Comp. Reserve 200,000 
 Transfers out 0 
 TOTAL 402,251 
   
155 TECHNOLOGY  
 Personal Services 364,009 
 Expenses 599,590 
 TOTAL 963,599 
   
161 TOWN CLERK  
  Personal Services 204,549 
  Expenses 21,916 
  TOTAL 226,465 
   
170 PERMITTING DEPARTMENT 
  Personal Services 183,904 
  Expenses 36,665 
  TOTAL 220,569 
   
171 CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
  Personal Services 80,623 
  Expenses 9,040 
  TOTAL 89,663 
   
175 PLANNING BOARD 
 Personal Services 78,194 
  Expenses 17,536 
 TOTAL 95,730 
   
176 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
  Personal Services 0 
 Expenses 5,550 
 TOTAL 5,550 
   

192 TOWN HALL MAINTENANCE 
 Personal Services 37,544 
  Expenses 101,377 
 TOTAL 138,921 
   

199 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS & PROPERTIES 
MAINTENANCE 

 Personal Services 39,699 
  Expenses 15,500 
 TOTAL 55,199 
   
TOTAL GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT 3,899,271 
   
PUBLIC SAFETY  

210 POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 Personal Services 4,362,976 
 Expenses 589,725 

TOTAL 4,952,701 
 

220 FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 Personal Services 2,726,451 

Offset From Grant 0 
 Expenses 241,928 
 TOTAL 2,968,379 

 
241 BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
 Personal Services 267,247 
 Expenses 15,580 

TOTAL 282,827 
 

244 SEALER WGHTS/MEASURE 
 Personal Services 0 
 Expenses 5,000 

TOTAL 5,000 
 

291 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Personal Services 8,080 

 Expenses 12,995 
TOTAL 21,075 

292 ANIMAL CONTROL 
 Personal Services 61,793 

Expenses 6,150 
Offset 0 
TOTAL 67,943 

 
294 TREE WARDEN  
 Personal Services 2,020 
  Expenses 32,650 
 TOTAL 34,670 
   
TOTAL PUBLIC 
SAFETY 8,332,595 

 
 
  



  Minutes ‐ March 23, 2013 Annual Town Meeting  
 

 
 
Updated on 5/30/2013 1:19 PM  Page 6 of 22
  
 

 

EDUCATION  

300 
WESTFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

49,251,566 
   
310 NASHOBA TECH 703,302 
   
TOTAL EDUCATION 49,954,868 
   
PUBLIC WORKS  
   

410 ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
 Personal Services 191,556 
 Expenses 14,910 
 TOTAL 206,466 
   
421 HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
 Personal Services 1,309,725 
 Expenses 1,092,944 
 TOTAL 2,402,669 
   
427 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
 Personal Services 0 
 Expenses 48,000 
 TOTAL 48,000 
   
432 RECYCLING  
 Personal Services 0 
  Expenses 247,450 
 TOTAL 247,450 
   
433 SOLID WASTE  
 Personal Services 0 
 Expenses 1,238,678 
 TOTAL 1,238,678 
   
440 SEWERAGE COLLECTION 
 Personal Services 0 
  Expenses 8,940 
 TOTAL 8,940 
   
491 CEMETERY DEPARTMENT 
  Personal Services 71,104 
  Expenses 21,441 
 TOTAL 92,545 
   
TOTAL PUBLIC WORKS 4,244,748 
   
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
   

510 BOARD OF HEALTH 
  Personal Services 368,136 
  Expenses 40,800 
 TOTAL 408,936 
   
540 SENIOR CENTER 
  Personal Services 124,165 
  Expenses 57,901 
 TOTAL 182,066 
   

541 COUNCIL ON AGING 
 Personal Services 223,456 
 Expenses 34,940 
 TOTAL 258,396 
   
543 VETERANS SERVICES 
  Personal Services 51,462 
 Expenses 82,450 
 TOTAL 133,912 
   
TOTAL HEALTH & 
HUMAN SERVICES 983,310 
   
CULTURE & 
RECREATION  
   

610 LIBRARY  
  Personal Services 1,089,504 
  Expenses 345,528 
 TOTAL 1,435,032 
   

630 RECREATION  
  Personal Services 221,067 
  Expenses 11,600 

 
Offsets / Shared 
Costs (232,667) 

 TOTAL 0 
650 PARKS  
  Personal Services 262,819 
  Expenses 42,100 
 Offset 0 
 TOTAL 304,919 
   
660 LAND MANAGEMENT 
  Personal Services 0 
  Expenses 44,500 
 TOTAL 44,500 
   
670 HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
 Personal Services 0 
 Expenses 11,700 
 TOTAL 11,700 
TOTAL CULTURE & 
RECREATION 
 

1,796,151 
 

DEBT SERVICE  
   

710 DEBT SERVICE 
  Principal & Interest 7,390,355 
 TOTAL 7,390,355 
   
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE 7,390,355 

 

   
UNCLASSIFIED  
   

940 OTHERWISE UNCLASSIFIED 
 Expenses (825,427) 
 TOTAL (825,427) 
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945 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS & MISC 
 Expenses 15,557,668 
 TOTAL  15,557,668 
   
TOTAL UNCLASSIFIED 14,732,241 
   
TOTAL GENERAL 
FUND 91,333,539 
   
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION FUND
240 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION 
 Personal Services 9,000 
 Expenses 6,000 
  Principal & Interest 874.861 
 TOTAL 889,861 
   
WATER ENTERPRISE 
FUND  
600 WATER ENTERPRISE 
  Personal Services 1,101,454 
  Expenses 1,632,774 
 Reserve Fund 250,000 
 Capital 956,386 
 TOTAL 3,940,614 
   

RECREATION 
ENTERPRISE FUND  
630 RECREATION ENTERPRISE 
  Personal Services 913,506 
  Expenses 304,218 
 TOTAL  1,217,724 
   
AMBULANCE 
ENTERPRISE FUND  
640 AMBULANCE ENTERPRISE 
  Personal Services 658,782 
  Expenses 394,659 
 TOTAL 1,053,441 
   
  
TOTAL OPERATING 
BUDGET 98,435,179 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The original motion was amended by eliminating the stipend paid to Water Commissioners, thereby 
reducing the Water Enterprise personnel services line item by $1,200 per year (to $1,101,454). 
 
A motion was made and seconded to reduce the Public School Department budget by $55,000 to 
$48,701,566.  The vote, taken by secret ballot, failed with 104 voting in favor and 140 voting against the 
amendment. 
 

* * * 
 
The Gordon B. Seavey Award 
This year’s recipients of the Gordon B. Seavey Award are George and the late Phyllis Seddon.  School 
Superintendent Bill Olsen, School Committee Chair Angela Harkness and Westford Academy Principal 
James Antonelli presented the Gordon B. Seavey award and a photograph of the Seddon’s to George 
Seddon.  Superintendent Olsen described the important role they have played in the lives of thousands of 
students and their families in the Westford Public Schools through the countless hours they devoted to the 
Westford sports community over the last two decades.  Hundreds of students grew to love them through 
their support of the Westford Littleton Lions football and cheer organizations and Westford Academy 
softball and football programs.  Although they did not have children of their own, they adopted hundreds 
of students of the Westford Public Schools and raised thousands of dollars to support athletic programs 
for these, their “grand children.”  Superintendent Olsen described them as “Two of the most giving people 
who have lived in this town; and have been the recipients of the love, the admiration, the respect of 
thousands of students and all of us for many years.” 
 
Phyllis Seddon, who sadly passed away earlier in 2013, was a US Navy Waves Veteran of WWII and 
served from 1944 to her honorable discharge in 1946, earning the rank of Hospital Apprentice, 1st Class.  
She served in that capacity in various locations and hospitals.  A moment of silence was observed in her 
memory. 
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George Seddon obtained the rank of Technician 5th Grade while serving in the US Army from 1943-1945.  
George also served with the medical attachment in the European theater in the elite Tenth Mountain 
Division, 604th field Artillery Battalion.  George earned the following awards and medals:  the European-
African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, the WWII Victory Medal, the Bronze Star; and the American 
Defense Service Medal.   
 

* * * 
 
ARTICLE 12: Authorize Revolving Funds 
It was voted unanimously that the Town authorize revolving funds for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2013 - June 
30, 2014, under the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ for the 
following: 

  

Revolving 
Account 

Spending 
Authority 

Revenue 
Source 

Allowed 
Expenses 

Expenditure 
Limits 

Year End 
Balance 

Lease of Town 
Buildings: 
     65 & 73 Main St 
     170 Plain Rd 

Board of 
Selectmen 

Lease payment 
and other 
revenues from 
leased properties 

Costs associated with 
maintenance, repairs 
and improvements to 
the leased properties 

$550,000 Available for 
expenditure 
next year 

Recycling Revolving Recycling 
Commission 

Sale of bins  Purchase of  recycling 
supplies 

$20,000 Available for 
expenditure 
next year 

Recreation Field 
Maintenance 

Recreation 
Commission 

Field user 
fees/permits 

Field maintenance, 
hiring of necessary 
personnel and 
consulting services 

$150,000 Available for 
expenditure 
next year 

Senior Center Fitness 
Room 

Council on 
Aging 

Fees and gifts 
received for the 
Fitness Room 

Fitness room 
maintenance supplies, 
equipment warranties, 
training, monitoring 
and purchase of 
replacement fitness 
equipment 

$75,000 Available for 
expenditure 
next year 

Senior Center 
Programs 

Council on 
Aging 

Program fees Costs associated for 
the operation of 
activities for Cameron 
to include supplies and 
contracted services 

$50,000 Available for 
expenditure 
next year 

School Parking School 
Department 

Parking fees Maintenance and 
expansion of parking 
facilities 

$30,000 Available for 
expenditure 
next year 

School 
Bus/Transportation 

School 
Department 

User bus fees Student transportation 
costs 

$589,292 Available for 
expenditure 
next year 

East Boston Camps 
Maintenance 

Conservation 
Commission 

Revenue received 
for the lease, 
rental or licensing 
of camp facilities 
and donations 
received for the 
support of the East 
Boston Camps 
property 

Costs associated for 
the operation and 
maintenance of the 
East Boston Camps 
property 

$50,000 Available for 
expenditure 
next year 

Stormwater 
Revolving Fund 

Planning 
Board 

Peer review fees 
from applicants 
for storm water 
management 

Third party consultant 
review of storm water 
management permit 
and/or construction 

$20,000 Available for 
expenditure 
next year 

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter44/Section53E1%7E2
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permits inspection 

Immunizations and 
Clinical Services 

Board of 
Health 

Fees received for 
immunizations 
and clinical  

Cost of supplies and 
technical services for 
immunization and 
clinical programs 

$25,000 Available for 
expenditure 
next year 

 
ARTICLE 13: Appropriate Chapter 90 Local Transportation Funds for Roadway Maintenance 
It was voted unanimously that the Town appropriate any amount received by the Town under the 
provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 90 for the purposes of repair, construction, 
maintenance and preservation of the town roads and bridges and other related costs which qualify under 
the State Aid to Highways Guidelines adopted by the Massachusetts Highway Authority. 
 
ARTICLE 14: Accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 59 Section 5, Clause 56 Related to 
Abatements for Members of the National Guard 
It was voted unanimously that the Town accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 59, § 5 Cl 56:  
“Upon the acceptance of this section by a city or town, the Board of Assessors may grant, real and 
personal property tax abatement up to 100 per cent of the total tax assessed to members of the 
Massachusetts National Guard and to reservists on active duty in foreign countries for the fiscal year they 
performed such service subject to eligibility criteria to be established by the board of assessors. The 
authority to grant abatements under this section shall expire after 2 years of acceptance unless extended 
by a vote of the city or town.” 
 
ARTICLE 15: Accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 73, Section 4 of the Acts of 1986, as 
Amended by Chapter 126 of the Acts of 1988 Related to  Property Tax Exemption Increase by 
100% for the Blind, Elderly and Disabled Veterans 
It was voted unanimously that the Town accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
73, Section 4 of the Acts of 1986, as amended by Chapter 126 of the Acts of 1988, by providing for 
additional property tax exemptions for qualified residents who may be blind, elderly, surviving spouses or 
minors, or who are disabled veterans, and to continue the present percentage increase of 100%. 
 
ARTICLE 16: Capital Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2014 
First Vote: It was voted that the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $756,900 (SEVEN 

HUNDRED FIFTY SIX THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED DOLLARS) to provide for the 
capital requests: following    

    

DEPARTMENT AMOUNT PURPOSE 
Emergency 
Management 

36,000 AM Radio Notification System 

Fire Department 34,900 Firehouse Flooring (excluding Center Station) 
Highway 70,000 2 pickup trucks 

Highway 50,000 1-ton truck 
Engineering 25,000 Design for repairs to the Beaver Brook Road bridge and 

any other related costs 
Schools 20,000 WA Network Infrastructure 
Technology 325,000 Computer Replacement 
Technology 35,000 Fusion Software for Fire/Ambulance 

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/SearchResults
http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIX/Chapter59/Section5
http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter73/Section4
http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter73/Section4


  Minutes ‐ March 23, 2013 Annual Town Meeting  
 

 
 
Updated on 5/30/2013 1:19 PM  Page 10 of 22
  
 

 

Technology 11,000 GIS Flyover 
Town Manager 150,000 Town-wide/School-wide Facility Study 

 

 
Second Motion: It was voted unanimously that the Town appropriate the sum of $600,000 (SIX 

HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS) for the capital projects listed below, including 
costs incidental and related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the Town 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow 
said amount under and pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44 Section 7 
or Section 8, or any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town 
therefor; 

 
DEPARTMENT AMOUNT PURPOSE 
Engineering 300,000 Masterplan for Town’s drainage system 
Engineering 175,000 Design of intersection improvements at Groton Road and 

Oak Hill Road 
Engineering 125,000 Design of intersection improvements at Groton Road and 

Dunstable Road 
 

 And further                     
 

That the Town appropriate the sum of $550,000 (FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND 
DOLLARS) for the purchase of bleachers to be located at Westford Academy, including costs 
incidental and related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the Town Treasurer, with the 
approval of the Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow said amount under and 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44 Section 7(25), or any other enabling 
authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor; 
 

 And further                     
 

That the Town appropriate the sum of $739,792 (SEVEN HUNDRED THIRTY NINE 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED NINETY TWO DOLLARS) for the capital project listed 
below, including costs incidental and related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the 
Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is hereby authorized to borrow 
said amount under and pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44 Section 7(9), or any 
other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor; 
 
DEPARTMENT AMOUNT PURPOSE 
Fire Department 544,000 Fire rescue truck and any other related costs 
Highway Department 195,792 Ten-wheel dump truck with plow, sander, and 

any other related costs 
 

 And further                     
 
That the Town appropriate the sum of $180,000 (ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY THOUSAND 
DOLLARS) for the purchase and installation of one boiler for the Abbot School and one boiler 
for the Robinson School including costs incidental and related thereto, and that to meet this 
appropriation, the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, is hereby 
authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44 
Section 7(3A), or any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor; 
 

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter44/Section7
http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter44/Section7
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 And further                     
 
That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $105,000 (ONE HUNDRED FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS) and transfer said amount to the capital stabilization fund. 

 
ARTICLE 17: Authorize Lease Agreement for Radio Telecommunications Facility to be Located at 
the Highway Department at 28 North Street 
It was voted by a two-thirds declared majority that the Town transfer the care, custody, management and 
control of certain property being the Westford Highway Facility at 28 North Street, identified as 
Assessor’s Parcel 030-0030-0000, described in a deed recorded with the Middlesex North Registry of 
Deeds in Book 11232, Page 204, from the Board of Selectmen for purposes of a highway facility to the 
Board of Selectmen for purposes of a highway facility and for purposes of leasing and granting an 
easement and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a lease with a telecommunications service 
provider to construct, install, operate and maintain a Radio Telecommunications Facility (RTF) on said 
property, and for access to and from said property and to construct, install, operate and maintain utilities 
necessary for the operation of the RTF, said lease to be for a term up to 20 years, and on such terms and 
conditions as the Board of Selectmen deems to be in the best interests of the Town; and further to 
authorize the Board of Selectmen to convey to a telecommunications service provider, and its successors 
and assigns, on such terms and conditions as the Board of Selectmen may determine, a non-exclusive 
easement over a portion of the property for the purposes of constructing, installing, maintaining and 
operating the RTF, including electric and telephone utilities necessary for the operation of the RTF on the 
property, and access thereto for said purposes.  
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ARTICLE 18: Authorize Board of Selectmen to Accept Easements 
It was voted that the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen, during Fiscal Year 2014, to accept any and 
all easements for sidewalk, drainage, or other utility purposes, as they may deem in the Town’s best 
interests. 

 
ARTICLE 19: Amend Section 6 to Add New Section 6.6 Temporary Moratorium on Medical 
Marijuana Treatment Centers 
It was voted by a two-thirds declared majority that the Town amend the Town’s Zoning Bylaw by adding 
a new Section 6.6, Temporary Moratorium on Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers, and to amend 
the Table of Contents to add Section 6.6, “Temporary Moratorium on Medical Marijuana Treatment 
Centers” and to add a definition in Section 10.2.   

 
6.6.  TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

TREATMENT CENTERS 
6.6.1 Purpose 

1. By vote at the State election on November 6, 2012, the voters of the Commonwealth 
approved a law regulating the cultivation, distribution, possession and use of marijuana for 
medical purposes.  The law provides that it is effective on January 1, 2013 and the State 
Department of Public Health is required to issue regulations regarding implementation 
within 120 days of the law’s effective date.   

 
2. Currently under the Zoning Bylaw, a Medical Marijuana Treatment Center is not a 

permitted use in the Town and any regulations promulgated by the State Department of 
Public Health are expected to provide guidance to the Town in regulating medical 
marijuana, including Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers.  The regulation of medical 
marijuana raises novel and complex legal, planning, and public health and safety issues 
and the Town needs time to study and consider the regulation of Medical Marijuana 
Treatment Centers and better understand and address the complex issues mentioned 
herein.  Furthermore, the Town needs to understand the potential impact of the State 
regulations on local zoning and to undertake a planning process to consider amending the 
Zoning Bylaw regarding regulation of medical marijuana treatment centers and other uses 
related to the regulation of medical marijuana.     

 
3. The Town intends to adopt a temporary moratorium on the use of land and structures in 

the Town for Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers so as to allow the Town sufficient 
time to engage in a planning process to address the effects of such structures and uses in 
the Town, to study the complex issues noted herein, and to enact bylaws in a manner 
consistent with sound land use planning goals and objectives.   

 
6.6.2 Temporary Moratorium 

1. For the reasons set forth above and notwithstanding any other provision of the Zoning 
Bylaw to the contrary, the Town hereby adopts a temporary moratorium on the use of land 
or structures for a Medical Marijuana Treatment Center. The moratorium shall be in effect 
through June 30, 2014.  

 
2. During the moratorium period, the Town shall undertake a planning process to address the 

potential effects of medical marijuana facilities in the Town, consider the Department of 
Public Health regulations Regarding Medical Marijuana Treatment Facilities and related 
uses, and shall consider adopting new Zoning Bylaws to address the effect and operation 
of Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers and related uses. 
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And further 
 
Add the following definition in alphabetical order to this section:  

 
Section 10.2  GENERAL DEFINITIONS 
 

Medical Marijuana Treatment Center:  A not-for-profit entity, as defined by Massachusetts law 
only, registered by the Department of Public Health, that acquires, cultivates, possesses, processes 
(including development of related products such as food, tinctures, aerosols, oils or ointments), 
transfers, transports, sells, distributes, dispenses, or administers marijuana, products containing 
marijuana, related supplies, or educational materials to qualifying patients or their personal 
caregivers. 

 
ARTICLE 20: Amend Section 5.3 to Replace the Sign Bylaw in its Entirety 
It was voted unanimously that the Town dismiss Article 20. 

 
 

ARTICLE 21: Amend Section 9.3 Special Permits to Allow for Applicant to Contribute Funds in 
Lieu of Sidewalk Construction 
It was voted by a two-thirds declared majority that the Town amend Section 9.3 of the Westford Zoning 
Bylaw to add a subsection providing for off-site sidewalk construction and providing for funds in lieu of 
construction to be accepted by the Planning Board.  The sub-section relates only to projects that are being 
considered by the Planning Board under a Special Permit.   The proposed language is shown below in 
underline.   
 
 9.3 SPECIAL PERMITS 

 
9.3.1  Special Permit Granting Authority. Unless specifically designated otherwise, 

the Board of Appeals shall act as the special permit granting authority. 
9.3.2 Criteria.  Special permits shall be granted by the special permit granting 

authority, unless otherwise specified herein, only upon its written determination 
that the proposed use or structure(s) shall not cause substantial detriment to the 
neighborhood or the town, taking into account the characteristics of the site and 
of the proposal in relation to that site.  In addition to any specific factors that may 
be set forth elsewhere in this Bylaw, such determination shall include 
consideration of each of the following: 

 

1. Social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal; 
2. Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading; 
3. Adequacy of utilities and other public services; 
4. Neighborhood character and social structures; 
5. Impacts on the natural environment; and 
6. Potential fiscal impact, including impact on town services, tax base, property 

values, and employment. 
 

9.3.3 Procedures.  Applications shall be filed in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the special permit granting authority.  An application shall not be 
deemed complete until all copies of required information and documentation 
have been filed with the special permit granting authority. 
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9.3.4 Plans.  An applicant for a special permit shall submit a plan in substantial 
conformance with the requirements of Section 9.4, herein. 
 

9.3.5 Conditions.   
1. Special permits may be granted with such reasonable conditions, safeguards, 

or limitations on time or use, including performance guarantees, as the 
special permit granting authority may deem necessary to serve the purposes 
of this Bylaw. 

 
2. For special permits in which a requirement to construct on-site sidewalks is 

waived by the special permit granting authority, the special permit granting 
authority may, as a condition of approval, 
 
a. require the applicant to construct an off-site sidewalk of at least equal 

value to the sidewalk that was waived in a location within proximity to 
the subject project; or 
 

b. require the applicant to contribute funds into a public sidewalk account 
established by the Town of Westford for the dedicated 1purpose of 
designing, acquiring easement(s) and/or constructing sidewalks, 
pathways, walkways, bicycle paths, and/or other pedestrian access and 
safety measures.  

 
3. Where the Town accepts contribution of funds in lieu of sidewalk 

construction, the amount of such funds shall be at least equal to the cost of 
the sidewalk(s) that would have been required in the absence of a waiver, 
with such amount determined and agreed upon by the special permit granting 
authority within the public hearing process. 

 
9.3.6 Lapse.  Special permits shall lapse if a substantial use thereof or construction 

thereunder has not begun, except for good cause, within 24 months following the 
filing of the special permit approval (plus such time required to pursue or await 
the determination of an appeal referred to in G.L. c. 40A, s. 17, from the grant 
thereof) with the Town Clerk. 

 
9.3.7 Regulations.  The special permit granting authority may adopt rules and 

regulations for the administration of this section. 
 
9.3.8 Fees.  The special permit granting authority may adopt reasonable administrative 

fees and technical review fees for applications for special permits. 
 

ARTICLE 22: Amend Section 8.2 Flood Plain Overlay District to Update Reference and to Add 
Criteria for New Subdivisions 
It was voted unanimously that the Town amend the Town’s Zoning Bylaw by updating references and 
new criteria for subdivisions in the Floodplain Overlay District Section 8.2 (added words are shown in 
bold and underlined, deleted words are shown in strikethrough). 

 

                                                           
1 The Attorney General’s Office disallowed the words that have strike through. See letter of May 2, 2013. 
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8.2 FLOODPLAIN OVERLAY DISTRICT (FOD) [Amended 3-27-2010 ATM, Art. 26] 
 

8.2.1 Purpose. The Floodplain Overlay District (FOD) is established as an overlay district to 
all other districts: 

 
1. to protect public health, safety and general welfare; 
2. to protect human life and property from hazards of periodic flooding; 
3. to preserve natural flood control characteristics and the flood storage capacity of the 

floodplain; and 
4. to preserve and maintain the groundwater table and water recharge areas within the 

floodplain. 
All development in the district, including structural and non-structural activities, whether 
shall comply with Massachusetts General Laws and with the following: 

• Sections of the Massachusetts State Building Code applicable to construction in 
the floodplain; Section of the Massachusetts State Building Code which addresses 
floodplain and coastal high hazard areas (currently 780 CMR 120.G, "Flood 
Resistant Construction and Construction in Coastal Dunes"); 

• Wetlands Protection Regulations, Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)  
(currently 310 CMR 10.00); 

• Inland Wetlands Restriction, DEP (currently 310 CMR 13.00); 
• Minimum Requirements for the Subsurface Disposal of Sanitary Sewage, DEP 

(currently 310 CMR 15, Title 5); 
Any variances from the provisions and requirements of the above referenced state 
regulations may only be granted in accordance with the required variance procedures of 
these state regulations. 

 
8.2.2       District Boundaries. The FOD includes all special flood hazard areas within the 

Town of Westford designated as Zone A and AE on the Middlesex County Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) for the administration of the National Flood Insurance Program.  The map 
panels of the Middlesex County FIRM that are wholly or partially within the Town of 
Westford are panel numbers 25017C0113E,  25017C0114E, 25017C0118E, 
25017C0226E, 25017C0227E, 25017C0228E, 25017C0229E, 25017C0231E, 
25017C0232E, 25017C0233E, 25017C0234E, 25017C0236E, 25017C0237E, 
25017C0241E, 25017C0242E and 25017C0243E anticipated to be dated June 4, 2010.  
The exact boundaries of the District may be defined by the 100-year base flood elevations 
shown on the FIRM and further defined by the floodway data tables in Middlesex County 
Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report anticipated to be dated June 4, 2010.  The FIRM and 
FIS report are incorporated herein by reference and are on file with the Town Clerk, 
Planning Board and Building Commissioner. 

 
8.2.3 Overlay District.  The FOD shall be considered as overlaying all classes of districts 

listed in Section 2.1.  All development, including structural and nonstructural activities, 
whether permitted by right or by special permit, must be in compliance with the 
Massachusetts State Building Code pertaining to construction in the floodplain, G.L. c. 
131, s. 40, and other pertinent regulations. 
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8.2.4 Uses Permitted by Right.  The following uses are permitted by right since they create a 
minimal risk of damage due to flooding and will not constitute obstructions to flood flow, 
provided that they are permitted in the underlying district and that they do not require 
structures, fill or storage of materials or equipment: 
1. Agricultural uses such as farming, grazing, truck farming, and horticulture. 
2. Forestry and nursery uses. 
3. Outdoor recreational uses, including fishing, boating and play areas. 
4. Conservation of water, plants and wildlife. 
5. Wildlife management areas; foot, bicycle and horse paths. 
6. Temporary nonresidential structures used in connection with fishing, growing, 

harvesting, storage, or sale of crops raised on the premises. 
7. Buildings lawfully existing prior to the adoption of these provisions May 7, 1983. 

 
8.2.5 Uses Permitted by Special Permit.   

1. No structure or building shall be erected, constructed, substantially improved, or 
otherwise created or moved, and no earth or other materials dumped, filled, 
excavated, or transferred, unless a special permit is granted by the Planning Board. 

2. All subdivision proposals must be designed to assure that:   
a. such proposals minimize flood damage; 
b. all public utilities and facilities are located and constructed to 

minimize or eliminate flood damage; and 
c. adequate drainage is provided to reduce exposure to flood 

hazards.   
 

8.2.6 Special Permit Procedures. 
1. Upon receipt of an application for a special permit, the Board shall transmit one (1) 

copy of the development plan to the Conservation Commission, the Board of Health 
and the Building Commissioner. Final action shall not be taken until reports have 
been received from the above Boards or until thirty-five (35) days shall have elapsed 
following referral without receipt of such reports. 

2. The Planning Board may issue a special permit if the application complies with the 
following provisions: 
a. The proposed use complies in all respects with the provisions of the underlying 

district and all provisions in the Massachusetts State Building Code pertaining to 
construction in the Floodplain. 

b. The proposed new construction, substantial improvement and other development 
or encroachment within the Floodway as designated on the maps shall be 
accompanied by a certification by a registered professional engineer or architect 
demonstrating that such activity shall not result in any increase in flood levels 
during the occurrence of the one hundred (100) year flood. 

3. Floodway Data.  In Zones A, A1-30, and AE, along watercourses that have not had a 
regulatory floodway designated, the best available Federal, State, local, or other floodway 
data shall be used to prohibit encroachments in floodways which would result in any 
increase in flood levels within the community during the occurrence of the base flood 
discharge. 

4. Base Flood Elevation Data.  Base flood elevation data is required for subdivision proposals 
or other developments greater than 5 acres, within A zones. 

  
  8.2.7    Notification of Watercourse Alteration.  

In a riverine situation, Westford shall notify the following of any alteration or relocation 
of a watercourse: 
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1. Adjacent Communities 
 

2. NFIP State Coordinator 
 Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
 251 Causeway Street, Suite 600-700 
 Boston, MA  02114-2104 
 

3. NFIP Program Specialist 
 Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region I 
 99 High Street, 6th Floor 
 Boston, MA  02110 

 
ARTICLE 23: Amend Section 3.1.2 Appendix A, "Table of Principal Use Regulations" to Allow for 
Drive-through Restaurants and Add New Section 3.1.4 Which Regulates All Drive-through Uses, 
and to Add a Definition in Section 10.2 
The following motion was made and seconded but failed for lack of majority with 71 in favor and 156 
opposed. 
 
That the Town amend Section 3.1.2, Appendix A. “Table of Principal Use Regulations” Subsection D.(C).5. Restaurant, drive-
through” from an N (not permitted) to SPB (Special Permit by the Planning Board) and adding a reference in the table, adding a 
new Section 3.1.4. which regulates drive-through uses, and adding a definition in Section 10.2, Definitions.  Only subsections 
that have proposed changes are included below.  Subsections not listed below do not have changes proposed.   

 
Excerpt of Appendix A:  Table of Principal Use Regulations, Westford Zoning Bylaw:  June 29, 2012 

See Definitions    Y = permitted, N = not permitted 

SPB = special permit by Planning Board  SPA = special permit by Zoning board of Appeals 
 
And further 
 

RA RB B BL CH IH IA IB IC ID 
D. Commercial Uses 
D. (A) Retail Uses 
1. Retail sales to the general public N N Y N Y N Y Y N N 
2. Retail sales to industrial or commercial 

buyers N N N N SPB Y N N N N 

3. Retail sales of dairy products N N Y N Y N Y N N N 
4. Retail sales or leasing of motor vehicles N N N N Y Y N N N N 
5. Major retail project N N SPB SPB SPB SPB SPB N N N 
D. (B) Motor Vehicle Services 
1. Motor vehicle services N N SPA N SPA SPA SPA SPA N N 
2. Motor vehicle repair establishments N N SPA N SPA SPA SPA SPA N N 
D. (C) Other Commercial Uses 
1. Nursing or convalescent home SPA SPA SPA N N N SPA SPA N N 
2. Funeral home N N Y N Y N Y Y N N 
3. Hotel N N Y N SPB N Y Y N N 
4. Restaurant N N Y Y Y N Y Y N N 
5. Restaurant, drive-through windows in, 

See section 3.1.4 N N N N N  SPB N N N N N 

6. Business or professional office N N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
7. Printing establishment; newspaper N N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 
8. Nonexempt educational use N N N N Y N N N N N 
9. Nonprofit membership club Y Y Y N Y N Y Y N N 
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Amend Section 3.1.2. Appendix A. “Table of Principal Use Regulations” Subsection F.2. as follows:   

 RA RB B BL CH IH IA IB IC ID 

F. Other Uses 
1. Research conducted by a nonprofit 

educational institution SPA SPA SPA SPA N N SPA SPA SPA SPA 

2. Drive-up or drive-through window facilities, 
except restaurants.  See section 3.1.4 N N SPB SPB SPB SPB SPB SPB SPB SPB 

3. Accessways to other districts Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N 

4. RTF, including Antennas, equipment and 
Structures (see Section 6.2 for exemptions) SPA SPA SPA SPA SPA SPA SPA SPA SPA SPA 

 
See Definitions    Y = permitted, N = not permitted 

SPB = special permit by Planning Board  SPA = special permit by Zoning board of Appeals 
 

And further 
 

3.1.4 Drive-through Windows 
 
1. Procedure.  Upon a concurrent application for Site Plan Review, under Section 9.4 of this bylaw, and in accordance 

with this section and Section 9.3, the Planning Board is the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) for drive-
through windows.  There are two types of drive-through windows allowable  in Appendix A, Table of Principal Uses:  
1) drive-through windows for restaurants and 2) other drive through windows.    
 
a. Application.  In addition to the application materials required for site plan approval, the applicant shall 

submit the following:  
i. Materials required in the Town’s “Guidelines for Preparation of a Transportation Impact 

Assessment,” regardless of the number of hourly trips.  The required Scoping Letter shall include 
predictions of peak and off peak traffic generation and patterns associated for the drive-through 
window and for the primary use without the drive-through window.  If the subject use is an existing 
or previously approved use, the applicant will also submit the traffic study submitted at the time of 
such initial approval (if applicable).   

ii. In accordance with the “Guidelines for Preparation of a Transportation Impact Assessment,” the 
applicant shall show on the site plans how the proposed traffic flow, parking layout, stacking areas, 
lighting, rubbish control, signage, dispensing areas, and other equipment, landscaping features 
and driveways associated with the drive-up window will be safe..    

iii. A narrative description of the drive-through window operation, including hours of operation and 
anticipated vehicle traffic peak hour trips and queuing lines based on the traffic study.   

 
2. Development standards for all drive-through windows.   

a. The drive-through window facility must be subordinate to the principal use.   
b. Driveway connection to the public way shall be safe, which may mean that pre-existing conditions shall be 

required as a condition of permit to be improved by the addition of the drive-through window.   
c. In the case where a project has an access driveway on a state highway, the applicant shall demonstrate that 

the proposal satisfies any and all requirements of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
(MassDOT) , or that the subject site can be improved or reprogrammed to properly service additional traffic 
generated by the drive-through window. 

d. In the case where a project has an access driveway on a Town road, the primary access or egress driveway 
intersection with the adjacent roadway shall be required as a condition of permit to be improved or 
reprogrammed to properly service traffic generated by the drive-through window as determined by the TIAS 
and Town Engineer and Highway Superintendent recommendations.   

e. Drive-through windows shall not operate outside of the following hours of operation:  7:00 a.m. to 10:00 
p.m. 

f. Drive-through windows shall provide adequate circulation that accommodates vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic as well as providing for adequate space for parking lot circulation, entrance and exiting of the subject 
lot.   

g. Where the drive-through window site abuts a residential zoning district additional noise and visual 
abatement shall be required.  The Planning Board may waive this requirement if the applicant provides 
documentation that there is no detrimental effect to the residential district.     
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h. Vehicular Queuing  
i. Queuing areas shall not be located between the structure with the principal use and the primary 

street frontage.  If there is more than one street frontage, the Board shall determine which street 
frontage is primary.   

ii. Minimum drive through queue on the subject site shall provide for 6 cars with space designed on 
the plan for an additional 6 queue spaces on the subject site.  The Board shall have the right to 
require adjustments to queue length which shall be stipulated in any permit by the Board.   

iii. Queue lines shall be designed to minimize conflicts between pedestrians and vehicles and between 
queuing cars and other parking lot vehicular circulation. Queues should be separate from 
vehicular and pedestrian travel lanes. 

 
3. Development Standards for Restaurant drive-through windows.  The Planning Board shall require that each restaurant 

incorporating a drive-through window contain the following features and conditions:   
a. There shall be a minimum separation of 1000 linear feet between driveways serving restaurant drive through 

windows.  The Planning Board may waive this requirement if applicant provides documentation acceptable 
to the Board that there will not be a decrease in the level of service on the adjacent roadway. 

b. Provision for refuse collection and refuse control shall be incorporated within the application and shall be 
incorporated as conditions within the special permit decision.  Such provisions shall ensure the permit 
granting authority that no refuse shall litter the subject site and surrounding properties.  Such measures such 
as, but not limited to the following:   
i. Refuse collection devices within the premises; 
ii. Refuse collection devices accessible from an automobile near the exit to the premises; and 
iii. Operational measures for frequent refuse collection.   
 

4. Consultant Review Fee. The applicant shall be responsible for the cost of consulting services that the Board may incur 
for review of the applicant’s project as established under Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 53G. Said 
cost shall be billed to the applicant and paid within thirty (30) days. The applicant shall deposit the necessary fees into 
an Agency Escrow Municipal Developer Account established specifically for the project. If, at any time, additional 
funds for review are required, the applicant shall deposit the necessary additional funds into the established account. 
Review of the application will not continue until such a deposit is made. Any funds remaining and interest accrued will 
be returned to the developer upon written request after the issuance of a decision by the Planning Board or upon 
Applicants withdrawal of the Application. 
 

5. The Planning Board may approve such special permits upon:  
a. Compliance with the above stated requirements and conditions;  
b. Incorporation with the Special Permit of such other conditions as the Planning Board deems necessary to 

properly regulate traffic, refuse, lighting, pedestrian safety, and other conditions deemed necessary; and  
c. Conformance with the Special Permit criteria in 9.3. 2 and Site Plan criteria in 9.4.7. 

AND 
 
Replace the existing definition with the following definition in alphabetical order to this section.   
 
Section 10.2 GENERAL DEFINITIONS [Amended 5-5-07 ARM, Art. 22] 
 
Drive-up or drive –through facilities.  A window or service area allowing customers to receive goods or services without leaving 
the motor vehicle, but not a drive-in restaurant.   
Drive-through window.  Any window opening, chute or other mechanism and related canopy or other structure and vehicle 
circulation area designed to provide services such as banking or pharmacy, or service of food and beverages to occupants of 
vehicles.   
 

 
ARTICLE 24: Accept Misty Lane and Rolling Meadow Lane as  Public Ways 
It was voted unanimously that the Town accept the layout of MISTY LANE as Town public way pursuant 
to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 82 and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by 
purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise such interests in the land underlying the ways for all 
purposes for which public ways may used in the Town.  

  
And further; 
 

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIV/Chapter82
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That the Town accept the layout of ROLLING MEADOW LANE as Town public way pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 82 and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by purchase, 
gift, eminent domain or otherwise such interests in the land underlying the ways for all purposes for 
which public ways may used in the Town. 

 
ARTICLE 25: Acquire Acton Road Parcel 
It was voted that the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire, on such terms and conditions as 
the Board shall deem appropriate, by gift, or by deed in lieu of foreclosure, pursuant to Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 60 Section 77C, for general municipal purposes specifically prohibiting parking, a 
parcel of land, with restrictions encumbering the same, shown as “N/F Crest Haven Development 
Corporation” on a plan entitled “Property Plan of Crest Haven Development Corporation 62 Acton Road 
Westford, Massachusetts Surveyed for Town of Westford,” dated February 4, 2013. 
 
The original motion was amended by counted vote with 120 in favor and 117 opposed, to add the words 
“specifically prohibit parking” after the words “for general municipal purposes.” 
 
Two amendments were offered but then withdrawn in favor of the amendment that was approved.  The 
first amendment asked the Selectmen and Planning Board to abandon any plan to use the space for 
parking.  The second amendment would have added the words “general municipal purposes specifically 
prohibiting parking.” 
 
ARTICLE 26: Transfer  Custody of Parcels from the Tax Possession Sale Committee to the 
Conservation Commission 
It was voted by a two-thirds declared majority that the Town transfer the care, custody, control and 
management of the following parcels of land from the Tax Possession Sale Committee presently held for 
the purpose of tax title sale to the Conservation Commission to be held for conservation purposes: 

 

− Assessors’ Map 30, Parcels 14 and 15, located west of the new Highway Facility 
− Assessors’ Map 38, Parcels 20 and 21, located along Stony Brook, east of Brookside Road 
− Assessors’ Map 44, Parcel 47, located at the corner of Tenney Road and Long Sought for 

Pond Road 
− Assessors’ Map 66, Parcel 18, located off Stony Brook Road 

 
A motion was made and seconded to add the following text to the end of the motion.  The motion failed for 
a lack of majority. 
 
“Upon accepting the transfers of the land noted as Parcel 18, located off of Stony Brook Road, the 
Conservation Commission, who will take full care, custody, control and management of Parcel 18, 
further agrees not to create and agrees not to allow parking at either or both of the two easements of 
Parcel 18.” 
 
ARTICLE 27: Authorize the Transfer of a Portion of the Jack Walsh Fields Parcel Located on 
Carlisle Road in Exchange for Two Parcels Located on Farmer Way 
It was voted unanimously that the Town dismiss Article 27. 
 
ARTICLE 28: Adopt New Chapter 170: Westford Woods 
The following amended (changes from the original petitioners motion are shown in underlines and strike-
throughs) motion was made and seconded to adopt a bylaw to rename the parcel of land known as East 
Boston Camps.  The amended motion failed for lack of a majority with 86 in favor and 101 opposed. 
 

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIV/Chapter82
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Motion:  That the Town adopt a new General Bylaw Chapter 170 to rename the town owned parcels of 
land now known as Stepinski and East Boston Camps with new names reflecting the Town of Westford 
ownership of this property as shown below.   

 
Chapter 170: Westford Woods  

§ 170.1. Purpose.  

The purpose of this bylaw is to rename town owned parcels of land currently known as the 
Stepinski parcel and Westford’s East Boston Camps to "Westford Woods." The camps on this 
parcel will retain their current name of "East Boston Camps.” The current "East Boston Camps" 
sign at the Depot Street parcel entrance will be modified to read “Westford’s East Boston 
Camps.  Town of Westford conservation Land” relocated to the actual site of the camps in the 
Westford Woods. Any other signs referring to East Boston Camps will be situated within the 
campsite area. A "Westford Woods" sign with the wording "Town of Westford Conservation and 
Recreation Land" underneath the new name will be erected at the Depot Street parcel entrance. 
This does not preclude the naming of Water Department assets or recreation fields situated on 
the land.  

 
§ 170.2. Definitions    

A.  “East Boston Camps” includes the parcels of land and camps approved for purchase by 
the February 7, 2005 Special Town Meeting Article 1. The land is described as Assessors' 
Map 31-37, 35-32-4 and a 6,141square foot lot shown on MNRD (Middlesex North 
Registry of Deeds) Plan Book 97, Plan 91B and a 25,858 square foot lot and a 48,582 
square foot lot both shown on MNRD Plan Book 99, Plan 62A (all to be referred to as 
Parcel A) and Assessors' Map 36-8 (to be referred to as Parcel B), consisting of 
approximately 289 acres.   
 

B. The “Stepinski” parcel includes the parcel of land approved for purchase by the Town of 
Westford at the October 20, 2008 Special Town Meeting. The land is described as 
Assessors' Map 31-Parcel 35, 31-35-101 and 31-35-102 consisting of 110.8 acres. 
 

C. “Westford Woods” is the new name of the combined East Boston Camps and Stepinski 
parcels. 

  
§ 170.3. Naming of Recreational Fields and Water Department Assets 

This bylaw does not change the naming rights of the Committees or Boards having “care and 
custody” of the various recreational fields and Water Department assets located on this land.  

 
It was voted to change the “Westford Woods” to “Westford Preserves.”  Later that was amended by 
counted vote with 115 in favor and 74 opposed, to change the name to “Westford’s East Boston Camps” 
and make other changes to the original motion as indicated with underlines and strike-throughs. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to replace each instance of “Westford Preserve” to “Westford 
Whatever.”  The motion failed for lack of majority. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to add the words “The erection and replacement of signs at East Boston 
Camps shall be subject to the approval of the Westford Land Preservation Foundation, the holder of the 
conservation restriction on the East Boston Camps property.” Before the words “This does not preclude 
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the naming of Water Department assets or recreation fields situation on the land.”  The motion failed for a 
lack of majority. 
  
Resolution 
It was resolved that the Board of Selectmen be requested to form a naming committee for the Stepinski 
parcel and East Boston Camps, with a recommendation to be brought to Fall 2013 Special Town Meeting. 
 
With no further business to conduct the 284th Annual Town Meeting adjourned at 5:47pm. 


	March 23, 2013
	ARTICLE 1: Accept Town Reports 
	It was voted unanimously hat the Town accept the reports of town officers, boards and committees for the Fiscal Year 2012.

	It was voted unanimously that the Town transfer the sum of $250,000 (TWO HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS) from the perchlorate stabilization fund to the town manager perchlorate remediation account for the purpose of providing funds to address associated issues regarding perchlorate contamination.
	The purpose of this bylaw is to rename town owned parcels of land currently known as the Stepinski parcel and Westford’s East Boston Camps to "Westford Woods." The camps on this parcel will retain their current name of "East Boston Camps.” The current "East Boston Camps" sign at the Depot Street parcel entrance will be modified to read “Westford’s East Boston Camps.  Town of Westford conservation Land” relocated to the actual site of the camps in the Westford Woods. Any other signs referring to East Boston Camps will be situated within the campsite area. A "Westford Woods" sign with the wording "Town of Westford Conservation and Recreation Land" underneath the new name will be erected at the Depot Street parcel entrance. This does not preclude the naming of Water Department assets or recreation fields situated on the land. 

