Not Recycling?
Then your household trash will not be collected as of February 1, 2013…
Westford has had mandatory recycling for residents for almost twenty years.
Starting February 1st, 2013 those residents who do not recycle, will no longer have their
trash picked up by the Town’s trash hauler.
Why? Two reasons:
1. The Department of Environmental Protection bans glass bottles, cans, plastic
containers and paper from incinerators and landfills. Our trash goes to an
incinerator, and the Town of Westford can be fined heavily if there are recyclables in
a load of trash.
2. We pay $70 a ton for trash taken to the incinerator. Residents who don’t recycle are
sending an estimated 1400 tons of recyclables to the incinerator each year, costing
taxpayer’s an unnecessary cost of approximately $98,000.
Recycling is easy:
There is no sorting needed. Glass jars & bottles, plastic containers & jugs, cans, and all
paper can go into the same container. Use a bin, a wheeled recycling toter, or any barrel
with a RECYCLE sticker on it. Stickers are free. (See below.) Trash goes into a separate
barrel.
After February 1st, if there are recyclables in your trash and/or there is no recycling
container out on your recycling day, the trash hauler will leave your trash behind. Leave
your recycling bins/toters at the curb until your trash has been picked up.
If you choose not to recycle, you can hire any trash hauler to take away your trash. Look
under Garbage Removal in the Yellow Pages or look online.
Or, you can start recycling. It’s your choice….
Questions? Send E-mail to the Recycling Commission at recycling@westfordma.gov or
call us: Ellen 692-2039, Sue 692-1027, Kris 692-2887, Alan 692-1105, Barbara 692-5177,
Charles 617-251-7216 or call the Town Clerk’s Office on Monday - Friday 8 AM to 4 PM
(978) 692-5515
Thank you for doing your part!
* Free RECYCLE Stickers can be picked up at the Town Hall from the Town Clerk’s office,
Mon. – Fri. 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., or send a self-addressed stamped envelope to the Westford
Recycling Commission, 55 Main Street and we will mail you a sticker.

Westford Recycling Commission,
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Westford Recycling Enforcement Policy FAQ


Do I have to put out a recycling container on the trash only week to have my trash collected? No,
however, if it is obvious to the casual observer that there are recyclables in the trash, it will not be
collected. The only change recyclers need to make is to keep their recycling bins out until the trash
collection is completed on recycling week.



Are we eliminating a week of trash removal (going to every other week for trash)/adding a week of
recycling removal (having weekly collection of recyclables)? No, the current collection schedule is
unchanged.



Is someone inspecting my trash? What if I include a single item of recycling in my trash by mistake?
No one is going through your trash. Decisions will be made based on what is obvious to the haulers
and your neighbors: does the distribution of the volume of your waste stream reflect a reasonable
effort to recycle and are their visible signs of recycling in your trash? If not, you need not be
concerned, however, please feel free to reference the recycling guide, on the WRC website, Facebook
or contact the Recycling Commission via email or by phone. We would be happy to help you with any
questions you may have regarding what to recycle and what to throw away. Most households have far
more recycling than trash.



I find it too difficult/dangerous to get to the curb in the winter/rain so I stockpile my recycling for
good weather days, when it is less dangerous to me, the paper is less heavy for the hauler, and the
wind doesn’t blow recyclables. This is a container issue, not a recycling issue. Westford is lucky to
have a very flexible system regarding recycling containers. Unlike many towns, residents of Westford
are not mandated to have a specific container for recycling. Simply acquire a container that fits your
needs, get a free sticker from the Town Clerk, and place the labeled container on the opposite side of
your driveway from your trash. If you are concerned about wind or precipitation, or like to set
recycling out the night before collection, it would be best to have a container with a lid. The container
should be sized appropriately for your household so you can move it, store it, and not over stuff it. If
you can get your trash to the curb in the container of your choosing, you should be able to get
recycling to the curb in a container that meets your needs.



Why can’t I get a free toter? IPR initially provided free toters to Westford residents until they realized
that the cost of providing toters to everyone in town would be prohibitive. These 64 gallon toters with
yellow lids belong to IPR, not the homeowner, and are linked to the address they were delivered to.
The Town of Westford did not pay for the toters.



How can I get a toter? The Recycling Commission purchases 64 gallon toters with green lids and sells
them at cost to residents. These toters belong to the homeowner, just as their trash cans do. If you
would like to order one, simply send or deliver a check for $45 payable to the Recycling Commission to
the Town Clerk, and a Commission volunteer will contact you to arrange for pick up. Homeowners can
also buy toters or receptacles of their choosing from any hardware store.



What about my shared driveway/Condo? How do they know if it was me who skipped recycling or
my neighbor? The enforcement is not that finely correlated. As long as there is recycling out at a given
pick up location and no obvious recyclables in the trash, the trash will be collected



If I am away, then I won’t have recycling. And you won’t have trash. It is more likely, given every
other week collection of recyclables, you will have recyclables and not trash, and in that case, the
recyclables will be picked up.

October 2013

