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Site inspection on August 16, 2013

Weather over the past seven days has been warm with insignificant rain events. The
following chart shows the recent rain events in Westford, Massachusetts for the month of
August 2013:
August 1, 2013
August 2, 2013
August 3, 2013
August 9, 2013
August 13, 2013

(0.01 inches)
(0.19 inches)
(0.01 inches)
(0.45 inches)
(0.22 inches)

Work has commenced on the installation of erosion and sedimentation controls;
establishment of staging areas; signage and roadway marking; and the cutting of several
trees from the location of the proposed stormwater mitigation area.
In accordance with the SWPPP for this project, S&M Farms installed a staked line of
biofilter sock erosion control along the limit of work line on the northside of Route 110
(Littleton Road). Per the manufacturer’s instructions, these tubes were staked at ten foot
intervals with a three foot long wooden stake. These controls are depicted below:

As can be seen in the photos below, the installation includes overlaps and redundancies
at critical locations and the junction of filter socks:
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While most of the erosion control was set at the shoulder of the road, the controls at the
northeast edge of the wetland (adjacent to the McDonalds parking lot) was lightly
wooded, and brush cutting was required to install the controls.

Based on my inspection on August 16, 2013, I believe that the erosion control
installation is in accordance with the SWPPP prepared for the project.
Staging of materials is being done from the shoulder of the roadway, and all equipment
is being stored in non- jurisdictional areas. At the time of my inspection, the contractor
was establishing staging areas along the northern shoulder of Littleton Road:
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While there has been no excavation or grading, the contractor did cut the trees from
within the locus of the proposed stormwater management area to the west of the
McDonalds parking lot. Trees were cut, slash and branches chipped, and the trunks
hauled from the site. The following photos show this work:
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Wood chips were left on the surface of the work area, and will likely be used by the
contractor for erosion and sedimentation control:

Based on my inspection on August 16, 2013, I have several suggestions for the
contractor.
1.

The catchbasin grate to the east of the tree cutting locus should be lined with
a sack or geotextile fabric. While this grate is within the McDonalds lot, it is
within the watershed of a work area:
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2. The contractor should post the DEP File Number on a sign along Littleton
Road. This is a requirement of the Order of Conditions issued by the
Westford Conservation Commission.
3. Stockpiles of catch basin liners should be kept on site to allow for inlet
protection activities as activity within the Right of Way begins.
4. Contractor should meet with Westford Conservation Commission on Monday
August 19, 2013 to discuss work program and compliance to date with Order
of Conditions.
At my site visit on August 16, 2013, I did not observe any failures of the erosion and
sedimentation controls, and BMP’s appeared to be followed within the work area. Work
is scheduled to begin on the right of way improvements and reconstruction on Monday
or Tuesday August 19/20, 2013.

Mary Trudeau, August 18, 2013
Environmental Monitor for EH Perkins Construction
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